NOTHING TO PAY, TO DO, OR TO FEAR

“It is finished” – John 19:30

Nothing to pay? –no, not a whit.  Nothing to do? –no, not a bit.

All that was needed to do or to pay, Jesus has done in His own blessed way.

Nothing to do? –no, not a stroke.  Gone is the captor, gone is the yoke.

Jesus at Calvary severed the chain, and none can imprison His freeman again.

Nothing to fear? –no, not a jot.  Nothing unclean?  --no, not a spot.

Christ is my peace, and I’ve nothing at stake, Satan can that neither harass nor shake.

Nothing to settle? –all has been paid.  Nothing of anger? –Peace had been made.

Jesus alone is the sinner’s resource.  Peace He has made by the blood on His Cross.

What about judgment? –I’m thankful to say.  Jesus has met it and borne it away.

Drunk it all up, when He hung on the tree, leaving a cup full of blessing for me.

What about terror? –it hasn’t a place in a heart that is filled with a sense of His grace.

My peace is divine, and it never can cloy, and that makes my heart overbubble with joy.

Nothing of guilt? –no, not a stain.  How could the blood let any remain?

My conscience is purged, and my spirit is free!  Precious that blood is to God and to me!

What of the Law? –ah, there, I rejoice!  Christ answered its claims and silenced its voice.

The Law was fulfilled when the work was all done, and it never can speak to a justified one.

What about death? –it hasn’t a sting.  The grave, to a Christian, no terror can bring,

For death had been conquered, the grave has been spoiled, and every foeman and enemy foiled.

What about feelings? –ah! Trust not to them!  What of my standing? –“Who shall condemn?”

Since God is for me, there is nothing so clear, from Satan and man, I have nothing to fear.

What of my body? –ah, that I may bring, to God as a holy, acceptable thing,

For that is the temple where Jesus abides, the temple where God by His Spirit resides.

Nothing to pay? –no, thanks be to God!  The matter is settled, the price was His blood.

The blood of the Victim, a Ransom divine—Believe it, poor sinner, and peace shall be thine.

What am I waiting for? –Jesus, my Lord.  He’s coming to take me, so says the Word,

To be with Himself in the mansions above, enjoying forever His infinite love.
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THE LORD'S DAY – This week as we continue our study of 1 Peter we come to verses 18-19.  We are going to see in these two verses of Scripture, what the cost was for our salvation.  What payment was made to God the Father?  The following hymn is a summary of what we will study this week: “Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus…Oh precious is the flow that makes me white as snow; no other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.”  Read 1 Peter 1:18-19. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus for being the only one who was capable of making the payment for our sin.

MONDAY – After Peter summons believers to live a life of holiness in verses 13-17, he reminds them why they are obligated to a Holy God and Holy Savior, whose perfect, precious blood was the payment for their sin in verses 18-19.  We find the key word for this entire passage in verse 18 – the word “redeemed.”  The Greek word used for “redeemed” is “lutroo” which means “to ransom, redeem.”  It is from the word “lutron” which means “something to loosen with, i.e. a redemption price, atonement."  We see Peter is reminding all believers they have been saved and delivered or "loosened” with a price, a ransom, the precious blood of Christ.  If we think at all about this profound truth it is easy to see just how much we owe Christ—everything!  Read 1 Timothy 2:5-6, Matthew 20:28. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Truly meditate and talk to God about this marvelous ransom price that was paid for you if you are a true believer.

TUESDAY – In the Greek language the word “redeem” was used to describe the transaction of money being paid to buy back a slave or prisoner of war.  

We find this is precisely what was done at Calvary for those who would be saved.  The price was paid to buy those whom He had chosen back from sin to God.  Notice in verse 18 Peter mentions our “aimless conduct.”  This is also what he alluded to in verse 14 as our “former lusts.”  All people, even those who are now redeemed, were once under sin’s bondage, and eventual wrath.  Thankfully there was a price paid to break us free from that bondage.  That price was the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Read Romans 6:6, 17-18, Colossians 1:13-14. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you to see the depth of the transaction of true redemption and how much was really done and changed by Christ’s death. 

WEDNESDAY – Because the forum of our study is small I sometimes feel frustrated trying to convey the incredible truths in these passages.  Truth is inexhaustible and this topic is a perfect example.  Throughout this passage Peter is not only showing us the value of the price of redemption, but is also showing us what that valuable redemption has accomplished for those who are actually redeemed.  Notice again in verse 18 that he speaks of the “aimless conduct.”  The NASB says it like this “from your futile way of life.”  We understand that the precious blood of Christ redeemed us from futility.  Life is empty and futile to those who don’t know Jesus Christ, to those who are unredeemed.  Christ has redeemed us out of ignorant, futile living.  Praise His name!  Read Ephesians 4:17-24. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus for delivering you from futility and emptiness in life by His death.   

THURSDAY – Peter says we were not only redeemed from “futility” but it is also a futile life that is “received by tradition from your fathers.”  Redemption loosens a person from the futility of “man’s religion.”  My heart hurts over those I see, even those belonging to “good churches”, who are lost in the futility of their handed down religion.  It is only God who can free a man from this damning bondage.  And He didn’t do it with gold or silver, but the price of the ransom was the precious blood of the perfect Lamb, Jesus Christ. Read these verses which speak about the lost condition of the unredeemed who are still lost in their father’s religion and tradition.  Read Matthew 15:1-20, Titus 3:3. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to examine your heart and see if you are still enslaved by a futile, empty religion.  Ask God to help you daily put to death any of these dangerous sins. 

FRIDAY – We see in verse 19 the price of redemption.  Verse 18 tells us that true believers “know” what and who purchased them.  It isn’t their efforts, or the religious pedigree but “the precious blood of Christ.”  Peter then goes on to say the blood of Christ was “as of a lamb without blemish and spot.”  Here he is driving home the point that only a perfect man could pay the payment to God for sin--not silver, not gold, nothing of ours, even if it was “valuable”--only the blood (the death and suffering on the Cross) of Jesus Christ.  Read the following verses about this precious blood.  Acts 20:28, Romans 3:24-26, Hebrews 9:11-15. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise and thank Jesus for the perfect sacrifice of His perfect life for you as His redeemed child.  Thank Him for the valuable price that He alone paid. 

SATURDAY – This week we have learned such deep truth.  I feel I have done a poor job trying to explain such incredible (humanly impossible to attain fully) truth.  I pray you are able to understand it.  Christ paid the most valuable price to buy back His children from the bondage of sin.  We will learn more about these things in much more detail tomorrow morning.  Finish this week by reading a Psalm which so clearly presents this God-given deliverance from bondage.  Read Psalm 107:10-22. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord for the great price of redemption paid on Calvary’s Cross as Christ suffered for us as believers to pay for our sin.  Thank the Lord as well for the powerful change brought about through our redemption.

